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2008 proved to be a landmark year for Tibet and pro-Tibetan movement in Poland and all over the 
world. It was a year of the Olympic Games in Beijing and historic, the biggest since 1959 protests that 
spread across the Tibetan Plateau. The Olympic campaign and subsequent response to the crisis in 
Tibet for the first time showed the strength of coordinated activities of organizations that act for Tibet 
(TSG). Tibetan Programme of the Other Space Foundation took an active part in these actions and the 
answer of Poland and the Poles who participated in mass and individual events was widely noticed. 
 
In 2008 the activities of the Tibetan Programme were solely based on the unpaid work of a group of 
volunteers and activists gathered round the website www.ratujTybet.org and forum 
www.forum.ratujtybet.org and those who took part in monthly meetings in Warsaw. We closely 
cooperated with the international movement including International Tibet Support Network. In 2008 the 
Other Space Foundation carried out the Olympic Watch project which proved to be a tremendous 
support of the Foundation for the actions taken in Tibet. 
 
The media appreciated our activities. Thanks to close cooperation with the journalists, we were able to 
pass information about the most relevant events that took place in Tibet to the public, journalists turn to 
us requesting comments on current events, our website is one of the main sources of information about 
actions taken to support the human rights in Tibet. We were also appreciated by the Stefan Batory 
Foundation, which has granted us funds to support the activism for Tibet in 2009. 
 
The outcomes of the actions taken by our Foundation are the joint success of the team that works for 
the Foundation, the team that was engaged in the Olympic Monitor project, Tibetan Programme activists 
and volunteers, not to forget about volunteer translators, a number of people who generously supported 
our activities by offering financial help, numerous representatives of the Polish media who in 
extraordinary way managed to engage the Polish people in actions for Tibet and finally other non-
governmental organisations and individuals who supported us or who personally organised events for 
Tibet. 
 
It was a remarkable year, for that we decided to share this experience with the wider audience, and with 
some effort with translation make it available in English.  
 
Piotr Cykowski 
The Other Space Foundation 
Member of Board 
Tibetan Programme Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A painting ”Hand made in china” by Bart
omiej Jarmili� ski was used on the first page. 
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Chinese army on the streets of Lhasa, the Tibetan capital city, after the bloody quelling of the protests on 14March 2008. 
 

In 2008 we took part in many international actions for Tibet. Most of them were organized within the frameworks 
of two campaigns i.e. reaction to historic protests in Tibet and Olympic campaign that was coordinated by ITSN 
whose main area of activity has been described in the next section of this report. 
 
For the first time in ten years, on 10 March, mass peaceful demonstrations of monks and lay people broke out in 
Lhasa, the capital city of Tibet. They were pacified by the police and security services and the protesters were 
arrested. Uproars, which, in all probability, were provoked by the Chinese authorities, began on 14 March in 
Lhasa. Desperate Tibetans laid down fire on Chinese shops and cars, they also attacked individual Chinese 
people. These incidents met with brutal reaction of authorities, from that day peaceful protests broke out in many 
parts of the Tibetan Plateau and were brutally quelled by the Chinese authorities and the army. De facto, the 
martial law was introduced, the city and then the whole Tibet were isolated; tourists, journalists and humanitarian 
workers were sent away. According to the data gathered by the Tibetan Solidarity Committee over 218 Tibetans 
were killed, over 1290 wounded or injured and over 6700 were arrested during the quelling of peaceful 
demonstrations.  
 
On 12 March, we submitted an appeal to the Foreign Affairs Minister expressing our concern about the situation 
in Tibet. On 14 March, the day of dramatic events in Lhasa, after receiving information that the army marched in 
the city, we quickly issued appeals to the President and the Prime Minister of the Republic of Poland and to 
members of the European Parliament who show interest in human rights (more in the section on “Advocacy”). 
Next, we set up a service that was constantly updated on which we placed information concerning the situation in 
Tibet. We also initiated a mass reaction that brought about actions showing solidarity with Tibet that were 
organized all over Poland. From 14 to 27 March we published over 140 news on our website. Representatives of 
the Tibetan Programme closely cooperated with journalists; they provided the public with information about the 
situation in Tibet and took part in numerous radio and TV programmes. 



 

 
We launched „Poland-Tibet-Solidarity” action by placing guidelines on our website on how to organize 
demonstrations as well as by gathering and spreading the information about actions in Poland. A spontaneous 
and immediate reaction to the information about the situation in Tibet was a demonstration that took place on 16 
March in front of the Chinese Embassy, which gathered more than 300 people including politicians: Janusz 
Onyszkiewicz, vice-president of the European Parliament, the senator Zbigniew Romaszewski, Andrzej Halicki 
MP, members of the democratic opposition and representatives of the media. 
 
The biggest demonstration took place on 21 March in front of the Presidential Palace in Warsaw. As the 
demonstration fell on Good Friday it was held in complete silence – over 800 people participated in this event. 
The same day the Prime Minister Donald Tusk during his interview in TOK FM Radio declared that he would not 
attend the Olympic Games in Beijing and the President Lech Kaczy� ski issued a statement on the situation in 
Tibet. 
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Demonstration in front of the Chinese Embassy photograph featuring senator Zbigniew Romaszewski and vice-president of 

the European Parliament Janusz Onyszkiewicz. Photo by W.Hebanowski 



 

 
 
Protesters demanded the government’s statement rega rding Tibet 
 
The opponents of the bloody quell of the protests i n Lhasa gathered in 
Warsaw to express their solidarity with the oppress ed Tibetan people. At 
1 pm protesters demonstrated their disapprobation i n front of the Chinese 
Embassy shouting “Free Tibet” and “Olympic Games no t in Beijing”. The 
Sunday demonstration gathered about 200 people. 
 
Demonstrators protested against the latest incident s that took place in 
Tibet, occupied for over 50 years. Participants bro ught boards displaying 
information about methods of tortures which Chinese  authorities use towards 
the practitioners of Falun Dafa (Falung Gong), remo val of internal organs, 
mass homicides. Tibetan flags and banners demanding  restoration of freedom 
in Tibet waved in the air. 
 
Protesters wanted the government to take a stand on  Tibet. Piotr Cykowski 
from the Tibetan Programme of the Other Space Found ation said that he was 
ashamed of scandalous indolence of the government. 
 
One more time the parliamentary group for Tibet tri ed to convince that it 
was not too late for the Polish athletes to refuse to take part in the 
Olympic Games. 
 
Signatures under petitions were collected: to the P olish government to put 
pressure on China to stop the oppression of the Tib etans and signatures 
under an appeal to support the “Tibetans in Tibet” project. 
 
Among the protesters there were: vice-marshal of th e senate Zbigniew 
Romaszewski (PiS), Member of Parliament Andrzej Hal icki (PO), the chairman 
of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the European Pa rliament Janusz 
Onyszkiewicz and other prominent people who also pr otest against the 
presence of China in Tibet, suppressing the Tibetan  monks' demonstration in 
which 30 people were killed (other sources estimate  that there were 100 
casualties) and violation of human rights in this r egion. 
 
(…) 
- If on 4 June 1989 tanks had not run over the demo cratic demonstration on 
the Square of Heavenly Peace in Beijing, the situat ion in Tibet would be 
different today – said Onyszkiewicz. He acknowledge d that today’s events 
that took place in Tibet show that democracies all over the world are 
extremely weak if they cannot effectively oppose th is situation. 
 
The Tibetan people who gathered in front of the Chi nese Embassy sang their 
national anthem and their representative expressed his gratitude for all 
support. 
A group of drummers chanted „Stop wars, terrorists!  Tibet, Iran, 
Afghanistan” to the accompaniment of instruments. 
 
The gathering in front of the Chinese Embassy was n ot legalized and the 
initiators of the event were fined. The organisers - the Other Space 
Foundation explained that the reason for not having  registered the 
demonstration was a sudden turn of events that took  place in Tibet. 
 
� ycie Warszawy (daily newspaper) 
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Demonstration in front of the Presidential Palace in Warsaw. Photo by L. Cykowski 

 
 
Tibetan flags on Krakowskie Przedmie � cie street 
 
Several hundred people manifested in Warsaw against  the Chinese politics in 
Tibet. The people of Warsaw gathered in front of th e Presidential Palace. 
 
From 6 pm the orange colour – the symbol of solidar ity with the persecuted 
Tibetans - dominated Krakowskie Przedmie � cie street. Tibetan flags, 
standards reading freedom slogans such as “Silence = Death”, “Poland-Tibet-
Solidarity” and “Silence is easier” waved above the  crowd of demonstrators. 
The Olympic symbols that referred to the Olympic Ga mes in Beijing were also 
present. 
 
Protesters chanted Tibetan prayers. As the demonstr ation fell on Good 
Friday, no slogans were shouted and the whole demon stration was held in 
silence. 
 
On the pavement in front of the Presidential Palace , demonstrators formed a 
sign “Free Tibet”. 
 
 
� ycie Warszawy 
 
 



 

Demonstrations that aimed at showing solidarity with Tibet took place in various cities all over Poland: 
	ód�  and Gda� sk on 21 March (in front of the Chinese Consulate), 	ód�  and Pozna�  on 28 March, 
Cracow on 30 March. 
 

  
 
 
„On Sunday 30 March several hundred people demonstr ated their solidarity 
with Tibet in Cracow. A traveller and an expert on Tibet Marek Kalmus, 
Wies
aw Kurpiewski PhD and councillor Ma
gorzata Ja ntos joined and took an 
active part in this demonstration. With a minute of  silence, participants 
commemorated the victims, then appeals were read ou t. Drums, whistles and 
horns could be heard, the orange colour prevailed. Councillors of Cracow 
took an initiative to make 8 August, the date of th e opening of the Olympic 
Games, the day of solidarity with Tibet”. 
 
www.ratujTybet.org 
 
 

Actions showing solidarity with Tibet in 
Cracow and Gliwice.  

 
„Free Tibet! – could be 
heard on the Old Market 
in Pozna �  yesterday. 
This slogan was chanted 
by over 300 throats 
worried by the violation 
of the basic human 
rights in Tibet. 
Politicians are 
persuading their 
colleagues to boycott 
the opening ceremony of 
the Olympic Games in 
Beijing”. 
 
Gazeta Wyborcza, Pozna � , 
28.03.2008 
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”Solidary with Tibet” action, Lodz, 31 March 2008 

 
In connection with protest that take place in Tibet and all over the world and the route of the Olympic 
torch that runs through the territory of Tibet, 31 March was announced by ITSN the day of solidarity with 
Tibet. That day the Other Space Foundation and employees of a daily newspaper Gazeta Wyborcza 
organised a joint action Solidary with Tibet: a flag was added as a cover of a weekly insert of GW. Over 
half a million flags were printed with an appeal to hang them in visible places and to take photos with 
these flags and place them on a specially designed website. Flags were hung in many places and 
stayed there for a long time - in clubs, coffee houses etc. The action grasped attention of the whole 
world and granted “World Young Reader Prize” distinction by the World Association of Newspapers. 



 

 
 

 

”Solidary with Tibet” action; photo featuring the Chief Rabin of Poland, Michael Schudrich 
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Images convey more than words – that is why in the year of the Olympic Games we asked graffiti artists 
from the 3fala (3rd wave) group for support. Thanks to our cooperation a series of works "Olimbiada in 
Beijing", Graffiti for Tibet and a billboard inviting for an alternative opening of the Olympic Games in 
Warsaw appearded in Poland. Apart from Graffiti a number of banners and stickers were created – 
more information on Graffiti for Tibet can be found on www.3fala.art.pl website..  
 

 
Graffiti made by members of 3fala group in Drezno during the international project „Du Dialogue Social”. 
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From the very beginning, the Olympic Games in Beijing aroused a lot of controversy all over the world 
starting with the pro-Tibetan demonstration that took place in Moscow on the day the decision was 
announced in December 2001. From the very beginning, the Polish pro-Tibetan movement was 
engaged in actions against the Olympics. PSPT (Polish Friends of Tibetan Association) issued a letter 
to Irena Szewi� ska, the Polish member of the International Olympic Committee, requesting a meeting 
concerning this matter, unfortunatelly with no reply. We also took an active part in actions and 
campaigns organized by the international community. Strategic decision to carry out international 
Olympic campaign was taken in May 2007 in Brussels during the Conference of the Tibet Support 
Groups (with our participation). The main motto of campaign drafted during the conference was “Bring 
Tibet to Olympic Games” and aimed at making the interest in China work for Tibet. Protests initiated by 
Tibetans 150 days before the opening of the Olympic Games made our activities more intensive and set 
the new pace of the campaign. Its main objectives were:  
�  to make politicians issue declarations that would condemn the violation of human rights in the 

country that organises the Olympics, 
�  to discourage politicians from visiting Beijing during the Olympics  
�  to change the route of the Olympic Relay, 
�  to encourage Polish athletes to symbolically show their solidarity with Tibet, 
�  to place information about the activities connected with the Olympics that were carried out in Poland 

and all over the world on our website and to make people more engaged in actions. 
 
The most important or activities werse:  
�  participation in appeals and international actions that were initiated by such organisations as ITSN 

or Students for a Free Tibet,  
�  contact with the Polish athletes,  
�  public actions on the day of the opening and closing of the Olympic Games, 
�  maintaining contact with politicians (the advocacy activities have been described in the following 

part of this report). 
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In order to enhance effectiveness, over 150 organisations all over the world issued a number of appeals 
to the International Olympic Committee and to sponsors. We also forwarded these letters to the Polish 
Olympic Committee and the Polish representatives of such companies as Coca-Cola and Samsung. 
The archives of international actions may be found on the ITSN website: 
www.tibetnetwork.org/protests2008 .  
 
 
„Extensively militarised and characterised by nationalistic accents relay of the Olympic torch through 
Lhasa undermines the Olympic ideas and made the Olympic movement held up to ridicule. Independent 
reports inform that most of the inhabitants of Lhasa did not even have a chance to watch the Olympic 
Relay in the streets or from windows of the near-by buildings”. 
 
Letter of the members of ITSN addressed to the International Olympic Committee, 
3 July 2008 
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In relation to dramatic events that took place in Tibet, the international community demanded to change 
the route of the Olympic Torch Relay so as it would not go through the Tibetan territory - the torch was 
to be taken to the summit of Chomolungma (Mount Everest) and march past in Lhasa. Protests that 
took place in London, Paris and San Francisco gathered thousands of people and were recognized all 
over the world. In Poland, media, among others, Gazeta Wyborcza appeals requesting the change of 
the route of the Olympic torch relay. The route caused a direct threat to the life of Tibetan people. The 
authorities declared that all the people who would be involved in any form of protest would be severely 
punished. Unfortunately, the route of the torch contributed to further persecutions – the local authorities 
also politically misused it. However, we managed to make Polish celebrities to withdraw from the relay. 
 
Together with 150 other organizations we issued appeals to Jacgues Rogge, the President of the 
International Olympic Committee, to change the route of the Olympic relay (letters of 15 March and 8 
April), we also appealed to Coca-Cola asking to try to persuade the International Olympic Committee to 
change their decision. On 2 April we participated in an action of writing letters to the Board of the 
International Olympic Committee, Polish Olympic Committee and Samsung initiated by the Students for 
a Free Tibet (more about this action on a website: http://torchrelaybeijing2008.org). We used the 
Internet as a vehicle for promoting this action in Poland. We also issued press releases commenting on 
the lack of action on the part of the Olympic structures in the face of events that took place in Tibet.  
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Five Poles including celebrities such as: racing driver and a member of the European Parliament 
Krzysztof Ho
owczyc, singer Reni Jusis and actor Pawe
 Ma
aszy� ski were invited to take part in the 
Olympic Torch Relay. Therefore, we initiated an Internet action whose aim was to write letters asking 
them to withdraw from this event. In response to this, Pawe
 Ma
aszynski gave up the idea of taking part 
in the relay almost at once, then Reni Jusis announced her resignation. It took Krzysztof Ho
owczyc 
quite a while to make his decision. That is why we addressed a personal appeal to him, asking other 
members of the European Parliament for support. Eventually, all well-known Poles withdrew from 
participating in the relay. 
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Our appeal to show solidarity with the Tibetans also reached Polish athletes who took part in the 
Olympics. On 25 April, together with the Better World Association from Pozna�  we participated in the 
ceremony of the Olympic oath swearing of the most numerous group of Polish Olympians. T-shirts 
displaying the handcuffs symbol and Tibetan flags were distributed to sportsmen and sportswomen. 
Unfortunately, the organisers, the Polish Olympic Committee, did not give us a warm welcome. 
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Szymon Ko
ecki, Polish weight-lifter, was the only athlete who demonstrated his solidarity with the Tibetan people during the 

Olympic Games in Beijing – before taking part in the competition he shaved off his hair. 
 
Within the framework of the international campaign ”Athlete Wanted” the website of which was also 
translated into Polish, volunteers of the Tibetan Programme of the Other Space Foundation tried to 
provide athletes with information concerning the way they can demonstrate their solidarity with the 
Tibetans. We reached 152 sportsmen and sportswomen who would represent Poland during the 
Olympics in Beijing by sending them messages via nasza-klasa.pl website and presenting them different 
ways in which they could manifest their solidarity e.g. by shaving off their hair. All political symbols or 
declarations were officially forbidden during the Olympic Games but Olympic competitors may freely 
express their opinions outside the Olympic facilities. Moreover, the President of the Polish Olympic 
Committee publicly declared that he would not take measures against the Polish athletes but he warned 
against consequences that could be taken by the international structures. 
 
A weight lifter Szymon Ko
ecki manifested the greatest support for the Tibetans in the Polish team. In 
March, he declared that during the Olympic Games he would show his solidarity with Tibet: “If the 
Chinese regime does not weaken, I will shave off my hair to show solidarity with the Tibetan monks”. 
Also in our radio programme “Olympic Watch” broadcast in TOK FM Radio Ko
ecki declared that he 
would remember about the Tibetans. On 17 August, he took part in a competition with his hair shaved 
off. He commented on his performance: "This haircut was made this morning. I cannot clearly say why I 
decided to have it like this. It is connected with things the Olympic Charter does not allow. But this 
haircut is… symbolic". 
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The day before the opening of the Olympic Games, on 7 August, together with 3fala group, we created 
a billboard inviting people to attend an alternative opening of the Olympics that would take place the 
next day in front of the Chinese Embassy in Warsaw. The action met with great interest of the media. 
 

  
 
On 8 August 2008 at 6.08 under the 10-metre banner 
saying ”China wake up ” written in Polish, English and 
Chinese we organised an Alternative Opening 
Ceremony of the Olympic Games. The event gathered 
over 500 people who came from different parts of 
Poland - it was one of the biggest such events 
organised in Europe. Komuna Otwock (Otwock 
Commune) and Akademia Ruchu (Movement 
Academy) theatres, drummers from the Papadram 
group participated in the event. What is more, Falun 
Gong presented their exercises and Tibetan chanted 
songs. The event ended in a parade that went round the Chinese Embassy to the accompaniment of 
drums and a five-coloured Olympic Rings were created from candles. The action attracted wide 
attention of the media. It was possible to organise this event thanks to donations of 1% of tax from 
people all over Poland. 
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The main objective of our campaign during the Olympic Games in Beijing was to provide the Polish 
media with information concerning events in Beijing – protests of pro-Tibetan activists e.g. by SFT. Our 
website updates and messages to the media were sent constantly. We maintained constant contact with 
information services editorial staff (e.g. Olympic service of gazeta.pl portal) and with Polish journalists in 
Beijing. Within the framework of this campaign, we organised Human Rights Gold Medal action – every 
day of the Olympic Games medals were given to people and organisations that had done a tremendous 
work for Tibet in 2008, especially during the uprising in March. Among the distinguished persons there 
were journalists (Ewa Siedlecka for a long-term commitment to Tibet), action initiators (Agnieszka 
Arnold, Irena Dzierzgowska, Krystyna Starczewska – authors of the appeal addressed to the Prime 
Minister of the Republic of Poland which was signed by over 70 000 people), politicians (the Chairman 
of the Senate Bogdan Borusewicz and Member of the European Parliament Hanna Foltyn-Kubicka) and 
organizations such as Helsinki Foundation of Human Rights or NSZZ “Solidarno�� ” National Committee. 
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On 23 August, the last day of the Olympics, we took 
part in the international campaign Candles 4 Tibet 
(www.candle4tibet.org). In Poland candles were lit in 
front of the Chinese Embassy in Warsaw where a 
sign “Free Tibet” was formed from over 300 candles. 
Candles were also lit in Bia
ystok and Wroc
aw. 
Photographs taken during the demonstrations in 
Warsaw were show in nationwide media.
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As we are aware of the vital importance of Warsaw and our presence in this city we were directly 
involved in activities, which aimed at making the most of the interest of the local authorities to build 
further support for Tibet among the citizens of Warsaw. This is the place where, starting from 9 March, 
the biggest, regular demonstrations took place. We were encouraged to organize further actions by the 
statement issued by the Warsaw City Council:  
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However, the position of the Council did not involve the idea, put forward by some of the City 
Councillors, to establish a symbolic partnership between Lhasa and Warsaw. We have supported this 
initiative under the banner: “Tibet-Warsaw, common cause”, by sending letters of support to the 
President of Warsaw, Hanna Gronkiewicz-Waltz. 
 
In collaboration with other non-governmental organisations such as Amnesty International or Club of 
Catholic Intelligentsia, and representatives of the Municipal Council, we started preparatory works 
aimed at organising the “Solidarity with Tibet” concert, which was planned to take place in the second 
half of July. Our meeting with the president of Warsaw, Hanna Gronkiewicz-Waltz was a huge success. 
At the meeting, representatives of Tibetan Community in Warsaw, invited to the meeting, gave an 
account of the current situation in Tibet. In late July we received a confirmation of the planned visit of 
His Holiness in Poland, on an invitation of the Parliamentary Committee on Tibet, the Marshall of the 
Senate and Lech Wa
� sa, former President of the Republic of Poland. In collaboration with other 
organisations, we decided to ask the City Council for the organisational support of the Dalai Lama's visit 
in the venue of the planned concert. On the 30th September, the President of Warsaw submitted a letter 
of invitation to the Dalai Lama. The invitation was accepted. In collaboration with other organisations 
and within the framework of the Organisational Committee of the Public Address of the Dalai Lama in 
Warsaw, established by the Office of Tibet in London, we worked on the preparation of the public talk of 
His Holiness The Dalai Lama in Warsaw. The visit of the Dalai Lama turned out to be a huge success, 
thanks to the cooperation of the members of the committee and the City Council. The Warsaw address 
gathered about 5 thousand people in the largest audience hall in Warsaw. 
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Micha
 Kubiak, Councillor of the Wola District in 
Warsaw with symbolic sign on the Free Tibet 

Roundabout. 
 
In November, we started cooperation 
with Micha
 Kubiak, the Chairman of the 
Committee of Culture of the Wola 
District in Warsaw, who initiated a 
project to name one of the nameless 
junctions in Warsaw the name of “Free 
Tibet Roundabout”. As far as we know, it 
is not only the first such initiative in 
Poland, but also the first in the world. To 
achieve this aim, it was necessary to 
publicize this idea by cooperation with 
the media and to gather wider political support on the local self-government level. On 16 November we 
appealed to the city counsellors and Varsovians to support this initiative. We were also witnessing the 
deliberations of the District Council while this issue was put to vote. The initiative won support of the 
majority in the District Council. A subsequent appeal was issued on the 27 November; we were 
encouraging activists to send supportive letters. In the meantime, a protest issued by the Chinese 
Ambassador reached the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In the protest, the Chinese Ambassador 
warned “the matter can cause consequences that are difficult to be imagined”; the Councillors were 
informed about the protest. The procedure of naming the junction was delayed. At the same time, the 
idea of awarding the Dalai Lama with the honourable “citizenship” of Warsaw was revived. The 
President of Warsaw, Hanna Gronkiewicz-Waltz received confirmation that the Dalai Lama was willing 
to accept the honorary citizenship on the occasion of his visit to Warsaw on the same day. The next day 
we organised a symbolic celebration of naming the roundabout – we installed plates bearing the name 
“Free Tibet Roundabout” on the junction. The project of naming the place won great interest in the 
media and we will pursue the procedure until the successful end. We are convinced that Warsaw will set 
an example to other European capital cities and that every year a new “Free Tibet Roundabout” will 
show up in new locations. 
 

�h�k�}�v�j�h�j�€�h�k�}�v�j�h�j�€�h�k�}�v�j�h�j�€�h�k�}�v�j�h�j�€�G�G�G�G
In 2008 we started our attempts aimed at drawing the politicians' attention to the issue of Tibet. These 
attempts include sending letters and stating opinions relating to the violent pacification of protests in 
Tibet, the Beijing Olympic Games and visits of Polish politicians in China. We also took part in several 
meetings with the politicians engaged in the Tibetan cause: the Chairman of the Parliamentary 
Committee on Tibet Beata Bublewicz, the Marshall of the Senate Bogdan Borusewicz, the Polish 
Ombudsman Dr Janusz Kochanowski and the President of Warsaw Hanna Gronkiewicz-Waltz. The 
most significant letters and declarations issued or prepared by the Tibetan Programme and the most 
important official statements on the situation in Tibet are presented below. We trust that also thanks to 
the grass roots initiatives, demonstrations and involvement of the media we have encouraged the 
representatives of the authorities to take the stand. 
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Appeal to the Deputy Prime Minister, Waldemar Pawlak, issued before his meeting with the Deputy 
Prime Minister of the People's Republic of China Zeng Peyian, with the request to include issues of 
human rights and Tibet in the talks. 
�G�G�G�G
�X�Y�G�t�ˆ�™�Š�•�X�Y�G�t�ˆ�™�Š�•�X�Y�G�t�ˆ�™�Š�•�X�Y�G�t�ˆ�™�Š�•�G�G�G�G
We appealed to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Rados
aw Sikorski to work out an official position of the 
appropriate authorities of the Republic of Poland in the matter of the events in Tibet, including: 
-  the request to the representatives of the Chinese government to ensure that no force be used 

against the peacefully protesting Tibetans; 
-  the request that those arrested for participation in peaceful demonstrations be released. 
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On the day when the pacifications of the protests in Tibet began, we issued numerous appeals to the 
President, the Prime Minister, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Polish Members of Parliament to take 
a position regarding the events in Tibet. 
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The opinion of the Committee of Foreign Affairs of the Polish Parliament regarding the situation in Tibet: 
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Meeting with the Marshall of the Senate Bogdan Borusewicz. During the meeting, the current situation in 
Tibet was presented by the representatives of the Tibetan community in Poland. 
 
Meeting with the Polish Ombudsman Dr. Janusz Kochanowski. Among the issues discussed at the 
meeting, the possibility of actions in support of the protection of human rights in Tibet in view of the 
situation in Tibet at that time, the Olympic Games in Beijing and planned visit of His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama to Poland were discussed. As a result of the meeting, His Holiness the Dalai Lama was invited to 
Poland and his representative was invited to the celebrations of the 20th anniversary of the creation of 
the Office of the Ombudsman in Poland. 
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Letter to the Marshall of the Senate Bogdan Borusewicz, which included recommendations on taking up 
actions proposed by the Tibetan Solidarity Committee, as well as a list of political prisoners compiled by 
the Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy was issued. 
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The participation in a meeting of non-governmental organisations and a conference with the presence of 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Tibetan Government Ms K.Y. Takla in the Office of the Polish 
Ombudsman. On the next day, during the celebrations of the 20th anniversary of the Office of the 
Ombudsman in Poland, the gathered Ombudsmens adopted an appeal regarding Tibet. 
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In July, before the opening of the Olympic Games, an opportunity to put the issue of the violations of 
human rights in China on the agenda of the Parliamentary Committee of Sports and Physical Education 
opened. We were taking part in the Committee sittings, drafting materials for the Members of 
Parliament, including parliamentary reporters, in the matter of preparation of a draft resolution. 
Unfortunately, with the use of procedural issues, the majority managed to avoid taking a position in the 
matter. As a result, the last chance to take an official stand by the Polish authorities was lost. 
 
The representatives of non-governmental organisatio ns such as the Helsinki 
Foundation for Human Rights, the Amnesty Internatio nal Poland Association, 
Other Space Foundation, International Society for H uman Rights and World 
Solidarity, have drawn the attention to the fact th at in July 2001 the 
Chinese authorities obliged themselves to work on b etter observance of 
human rights. However, in the opinion of the NGOs, not many of these 
obligations have been carried out. They have furthe r recalled that the 
decision of the International Olympic Committee to grant the organisation 
of the Olympic Games to China is related to the abs olute obligation to 
observe the principles expressed in the Olympic Cha rter. Moreover, those 
are not being observed, which has been shown in num erous international 
reports. 
 
Polish Press Agency (PAP), 10 July 2008 
 
 
�X�G�h�œ�Ž�œ�š�›�X�G�h�œ�Ž�œ�š�›�X�G�h�œ�Ž�œ�š�›�X�G�h�œ�Ž�œ�š�›�G�G�G�G
Appeal to the Sports Minister Miros
aw Drzewiecki to withdraw his participation in the opening ceremony 
of the Olympic Games in Beijing, within the framework of the international campaign of boycotting the 
Games. Despite the Polish Prime Minister's word that the Polish government will not be represented in 
the Games, the Minister of Sports confirmed that he was planning to take part in the ceremony in 
Beijing. 
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Letter to the Deputy Prime Minister Waldemar Pawlak before his visit to China. The letter was 
accompanied by the list of known Tibetan political prisoners compiled by the Tibetan Centre for Human 
Rights and Democracy and with our request to stand up for the imprisoned. 
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Appeal of the Tibetan Programme to support the candidature of His Holiness the Dalai Lama for the 
Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought, awarded by the European Parliament as an initiative put 
forward by a group of Members of the European Parliament. 
 



 

The Sakharov prize was awarded to the Chinese dissident and human rights activist Hu Jia, who was 
also nominated in the name of the suppressed people of China and Tibet.  
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Letter to the President of the European Parliament, submitted in response to the symbolic gesture of 
solidarity with the Tibetans, made by a Polish athlete, Szymon Ko
ecki. Before the Games, the President 
of the European Parliament, Hans-Gert Pottering was encouraging the athletes to express their voices 
of protest against the violations of human rights in China. In response, the President wrote: 
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In collaboration with member organisations, we wrote a letter to the Prime Minister of Nepal in 
connection with the worsening situation of the Tibetans living in his country. This issue was also 
mentioned in a letter to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland. In the letter we have 
alarmed the Minister about the plans of expelling the Tibetans living in Nepal. 
 
�Y�Y�G�v�Š�›�–�‰�Œ�™�Y�Y�G�v�Š�›�–�‰�Œ�™�Y�Y�G�v�Š�›�–�‰�Œ�™�Y�Y�G�v�Š�›�–�‰�Œ�™�G�G�G�G
Appeal to the Prime Minister of the Republic of Poland Donald Tusk regarding Tibet, submitted during 
his visit to China on 22 October.  
We have learned with regret from the media that on the occasion of the meeting with the President and 
the Prime Minister of China in Beijing, the issue of Tibet and human rights will not be touched upon. We 
still hope that you will seize the opportunity to stand up for the imprisoned and “missing” Tibetan and 
Chinese human rights activists. The position adopted by the Prime Minister has also been criticised by 
the Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights and Amnesty International. On 27 October we received a 
reply signed by Krzysztof Majka, Deputy Director of the Department of Asia and Pacific Region in the 
Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  
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Letter to the Prime Minister and the President of the Republic of Poland regarding the meeting with the 
Dalai Lama. In connection with the lack of a clear-cut declarations regarding the meeting of the 
representatives of the highest authorities of the Republic of Poland with the Dalai Lama, we issued an 
appeal for the authorities to meet the Dalai Lama on the occasion of his stay in Poland. Initially we 
received a negative response from the Office of the President of the Republic of Poland. Eventually, 
unofficial meetings took place, one of them being a meeting with the President of the Republic of Poland 
at the Presidential Palace in Warsaw. We also organised a letter-writing campaign in this matter. 
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The year 2008 was an eventful year as far as campaigns and happenings relating to the situation in 
Tibet are concerned; a lot of the activities were prepared by the Tibetan Programme. These activities 
would not be possible if it was not for a group of activists taking part in monthly meetings and planning 
of further campaigns. 
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Intensive actions started before the 49th anniversary of the Tibetan National Uprising. A traditional 
remembrance of the victims of the Chinese occupation took place on 9 March in front of the Embassy of 
the People's Republic of China in Warsaw. A few dozens of people, including the representatives of the 
Tibetan community in Warsaw took part in the remembrance demonstration. On 10 March, the Drepung 
monastery near Lhasa was a place of the monks protest; further protests led to riots in Lhasa, which 
were brutally suppressed on 14 March, which in turn led to the uprising that spread on all Tibetan 
territories. Our response to the crisis in Tibet is described in the first chapter of the report. 
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As every year, this April we celebrated the birthday of the XI Panchen Lama, 
Gendhun Choekyi Nyima, who was abducted by the Chinese authorities as 
a six years old boy in 1995. Since then he has not been seen, and the 
authorities do not allow anyone to contact him despite the fact that he has 
come of age and should have the right to decide for himself about his own 
future. The problem of the Panchen Lama is a key issue in the Chinese-
Tibetan conflict, because the Panchen Lamas, high-ranked Buddhist 
clergymen, are, according to the Tibetan Buddhist doctrine, responsible for 
the appointment of consecutive Dalai Lamas. The present one, the 14th 
Dalai Lama, turns 74 in July 2008. 
 
 
In Poland the Other Space Foundation has issued an appeal today to the 
Polish authorities asking them for help in granting  independent observers 
access to the imprisoned Panchen Lama. The foundati on also wants Polish 
authorities to raise the issue of religious persecu tion in Tibet. On the 
occasion of the Panchen Lama’s 19 th  birthday about 50 people participated in 
the demonstration with Tibetan flags. 
 
The demonstrators issued a petition to the Sejm Mar shal Bronis
aw 
Komorowski, Foreign Affairs Minister Rados
aw Sikor ski and the President of 
the Foreign Affairs Board Krzysztof Lisek. 
 
The Foundation also pleads to turn to the Chinese a uthorities asking them 
to grant independent observers access to Gedhun Cho ekyi Nyima. It also 
calls for turning to the United Nations Special Rap porteur on Freedom of 
Religion and Belief Asma Jahangir, asking her to "s ee Gendhun Choekyi Nyima 
as soon as she visits the Peoples Republic of China ". 
 
In August 2001 during a visit to China the Sejm del egation raised the issue 
of the Panchen Lama. It was given an unofficial ass urance, that the boy’s 
photograph will be sent to the Polish parliament. T he promise has not been 
fulfilled yet. 
 
Polish Press Agency (PAP) 
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The annual Earth Day, luring thousands of Warsaw inhabitants, was 
used to talk about the problems of the natural environment in Tibet. 
We taught children how to paint Tibetan symbols on bags and shirts. 
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Together with various organisations such as Amnesty International, 
we organised the 19th anniversary of the massacre of Chinese 
students on the Gate of Heavenly Peace (Tiananmen) in Beijing. 
During the demonstration a stall of Other Space Foundation was 
placed there, containing informational materials concerning the 
Olympic Games in Beijing and the situation in Tibet. 
 

Dalai Lama’s birthday in Warsaw  
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Warsaw and Gdynia in the w NGO zone during Heineken Open'er Festival. Piotr Dynowski from the 
Tibetan Programme talked to the guests of the NGO tent about His Holiness Dalai Lama and told about 
the situation in Tibet. 
 
Due to Dalai Lama’s birthday a special web page has been set up: www.dalajlama.info.pl which is 
dedicated to Dalai Lama, contains news about him, the most important lectures, speeches and 
biographical facts. The site was very popular during His Holiness Dalai Lama’s visit to Poland in 
December. 
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All the operations concerning the Olympic Games in Beijing were described in the “Beijing Olympics 
2008” chapter. During the Olympics we intensively cooperated with the Polish media, informing them 
about Polish protests organised by pro-Tibetan organisations. They were mentioned several times in 
various news bulletins. 
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In response to the appeal that was issued by the Tibetan Prime Minister Samdong Rinpocze and 
supported by His Holiness Dalai Lama we participated in an international event – one day hunger-strike 
for Tibet. We sent a communiqué and helped the Tibetan Society in Poland to organize the strike at the 
People’s Republic of China in Warsaw. 
 
 
The Tibetans and people supporting Tibet will take part in a 12 hour 
international hunger-strike and praying on Saturday . 
 
In Warsaw the hunger-strike will take place at the Chinese Embassy. It is 
going to start at 7.00 a.m. The participants are su pposed to pray for the 
recently killed Tibetans and for Dalai Lama’s long life. Tibetan Solidarity 
Committee during the Games asked to participate in the international action 
after the Olympics in order to show support for Tib et. 
 
Polish Press Agency 
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Together with the International Tibet Support Network, University of Warsaw, the Scream of Freedom 
Association, Tischner European University and Amnesty International we organised a 4 day visit to 
Poland of a former political prisoner and the co-creator of the film “Leaving fear behind”. Due to this 
occasion a Polish translation of the movie had been made, meetings were organised on Warsaw, 
Krakow and Lublin, which were quite popular (about 100 people in every town). Thanks to the 
cooperation with Gazeta Wyborcza daily, on the Gazeta’s website an appeal for freeing Dhondup 
Wangczen, the creator of the movie was issued. His case was included in the December Marathon of 
Writing Letters organized by Amnesty International in Poland. 
 
The film, whose creators were sent to prison is shown in three Polish cities.  
 
 
"Leaving fear behind" is a unique documentary direc ted by the Tibetans for 
the Tibetans. People who take part in it – common T ibetans – show their 
faces, which is an act of courage because it may co ndemn them to prison. 
They talk about their leader, the 14th Dalai Lama, whom they never saw, and 
whose pictures and texts they are not allowed to ha ve. They show what the 
true face of the Chinese "modernization of Tibet" p olicy is like: ethnic, 
social, cultural and economic marginalisation of Ti betan people. They 
became a minority and second-class citizens in thei r own country. The 
amateur film directors Dhondup Wangchen – a farmer - and Golog Jigme - a 
monk – recorded the conversations with more than 10 0 Tibetans. Gyaliong 



 

Tsering, a refugee activist living in Switzerland w ho had spent two years 
in Chinese prisons, edited the film. 
 
The film were shown in Tibet just before the April protests. Dhondup 
Wangchen and Golog Jigme were arrested. Dhondup Wan gchen is still kept in 
prison. 
 
Gazeta Wyborcza 
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In December Tenzin Tsundue was invited to Poland by 
the Tibetan Programme. He is one of the most famous 
Tibetan activists, the proponent of independent Tibet, a 
writer, poet and a politician. In 2008 „Kora”, Tsundue’s 
collection of poetry was issued in Poland. 
 
Tsundue gave an interview for TOK FM radio, 
participated in a meeting with the Tibetan Society in 
Warsaw, met students of the Orient studies department 
at the University of Warsaw, readers of Gazeta 
Wyborcza at the Gazeta Café Club and with the Polish 
youth from the 22nd („Raszy� ska”) secondary school and visited the Museum of Warsaw Uprising. 
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Together with the Tourist library in Wroclaw and a traveller and photographer – Iwona Bartoszcze, we 
organised a photo exhibition „Not only Lhasa”. The opening took place on the 10 December on the 
International Human Rights Day. 
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From the very beginning the Other Space Foundation was involved in organizing the visit of His 
Holiness Dalai Lama to Warsaw – one of the most important events connected with Tibet in 2008. 
 
The Parliamentary Office for Tibet issued the first invitation for His Holiness Dalai Lama at the beginning 
of 2008. After events in Tibet, the Speaker of the Senate Mr. Bogdan Borusewicz also sent him an 
invitation.  
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Together with other organizations and Municipal Council of the Capital City of Warsaw the Other Space 
Foundation worked on the preparation of the Solitary with Tibet concert, which was supposed to be held 
in August – before the Olympic Games in Beijing. But when the news from the Tibet Bureau in London 
came about Dalai Lama’s planned visit to Poland in December for 20th anniversary of the Nobel Peace 



 

Prize for Lech Wa
esa, we were discussing it during the meeting of Foundations representatives and the 
President of Warsaw – Hanna Gronkiewicz-Waltz. 
 
Dalai Lama’s representative from the Office in London appointed the Organizing Committee for the 
Public Lecture in Warsaw to which representatives of organizations for Tibet, Human Rights and the 
Polish Buddhist Union were invited. Representatives of Tibetan community in Poland coordinated the 
committee’s work. Thanks to the authorities of Warsaw, we were able to organize everything in the 
biggest available auditorium in Warsaw – Hala Torwar with full organizational support from the 
authorities. The Tibetan community in Poland and the Capital City of Warsaw were the official 
organizers of this event. More than 5000 people took part in the lecture and free invitations for the 
lecture were gone in less than half an hour as was reported by Warsaw media.  
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During the visit we cooperated with the organising committees of His Holiness Dalai Lama’s visit in other 
cities (Gdansk, Krakow and Wroclaw) by providing information about the agenda of the visit, upcoming 
events etc. Together with TOK FM Radio we prepared an interview with Dalai Lama, who was 
interviewed by 	ukasz Konarski – Radio’s reporter - on 8 December: 
 
 
TOK FM: Many politicians agree with His Holiness bu t are afraid to meet as 
they do not know how China would react. What would His Holiness like to 
tell them? 
  
Dalai Lama: Relationship with China is a crucial is sue for everyone. First 
of all because they are the most populated country in the world and 
secondly they are an important member of human comm unity and will be of a 
great importance to the world in the future. So, ge tting close with China 
is very important. But before this can happen I can  notice some auto-
destructive tendencies. Namely, totalitarianism and  propaganda. Deceiving 
its own citizens. This is simply amoral. To be in c lose relation with 
China, things have to be put straightforward. If th e relation between them 
is genuine they will both become responsible member s of the international 
community. There is no place for unjustified critiq ue here. This is a wrong 
method. Mutual respect and honesty are baselines he re. I always repeat it 
to my friends from Washington, Europe, India, Japan . From everywhere. I 
quote a child’s metaphor here: if you allow a child  too much, you will 
spoil it. You have to be clear: if a child does bad  things, say it. 
Honestly. 
 
TOK FM Radio, December 
 



 

 
On 12 December, before His Holiness Dalai Lama’s departure from Poland to India, together with 
representatives of other organizations and Tibetan Community we were invited to a small meeting with 
Dalai Lama. During the meeting the Tibetan leader expressed his gratitude to all who support the 
Tibetans. 
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In 2008 together with Polish non-
governmental organizations: Amnesty 
International, the Institute of Global 
Responsibility, the Social Communication 
Foundation, TOK FM Radio and the Voice 
of Tibet Foundation, the Other Space 
Foundation carried out a project –the 
Olympic Monitor. Detailed information 
about the project can be found in 
publications and on the website 
www.olimpiada2008.info.pl. The project 
was carried out thanks to the support from 
the Fund for Non-Governmental 
Organizations. This substantially aided the 
Other Space Foundation for Tibet, which is 
an entirely voluntary organization. 
 
The Conference „China month before the 
Olympic Games: expectations and reality” 
that took place on 8 July in Collegium 
Civitas in Warsaw had the following 
participants: dr Agata Bareja Starzy� ska, 
dr Agnieszka Bie� czyk Missala from 
Warsaw University and Oystein Alme – Chairman of the Voice of Tibet from Oslo. The Conference was 
accompanied by the release of the Polish edition of “Silenced – China's Great Wall of Censorship”. The 
book tells the story of Voice of Tibet – a radio station that broadcasts in Tibetan for Tibet and China and 
is constantly jammed by the Chinese authorities. Celebration of the release was held in “Tarabuk” café, 
where a soiree also took place. 
 
The scope of the project involved publishing a monthly bulletin – The Olympic Monitor, addressed 
primarily at politicians (delivered to all the MPs and senators) as well as journalists and other people. 
Due to the incidents in Tibet it was mostly devoted to Tibetan issues, and the last Olympic Monitor  – to 
Dalai Lama. 
 
From May till the end of August TOK FM Radio held weekly broadcasts – The Olympic Monitor at TOK 
FM Radio, devoted to human rights. Witek Hebanowski’s guests often included people involved in 
activities for the sake of Tibet, for example, Szymon Ko
ecki (during TOK FM Radio broadcast he 
confirmed that he would express his solidarity with the Tibetans in a symbolic way during the Beijing 
Olympic Games), Lhadon Tethong (Head of Students for a Free Tibet), Lech Wa
� sa. 
 



 

At the end of the year, it was possible to obtain and publish as a DVD record three films on Tibet 
translated into Polish: “Tibet’s Stolen Child”, “Leaving Fear Behind” and “Breaking the Wall of 
Censorship”. The DVD record also contains the summary of the Olympic campaign carried out by 
Amnesty International and the Other Space Foundation as well as selected broadcasts of the Olympic 
Monitor at TOK FM Radio. The record is available free of charge for educational purposes. 
 

IN 2008 WE WERE WORKING 
WITH: 
 
In 2008 our organization cooperated with various institutions and individuals. Among our supporters 
were: 
·  Ombudsman for Citizen Rights, Dr Janusz Kochanowski, 
·  Vice President of the European Parliament, Mr. Janusz Onyszkiewicz, 
·  President of Warsaw, Mrs. Hanna Gronkiewicz-Waltz, 
·  Senator Krzysztof Kwiatkowski, 
·  Members of the Parliament: Mrs. Beata Bublewicz and Mr. Andrzej Halicki from Parliamentary 

Group for Tibet,  
·  Editorial office of "Gazeta Wyborcza", which organized a joint action „Solidarity with Tibet” on 31 

March- the international day of solidarity with Tibet. 
·  Actress Mrs. Krystyna Janda (on 8 August she displayed Tibetan national flags on Polonia Theatre 

in Warsaw). 
·  Polish Olympian athlete Mr. Szymon Ko
ecki, 
·  Music band W
ochaty by making the song „Pekin 2008” available  
·  Artistic group „3 fala” (www.3fala.art.pl) – which created graffiti on the walls for the sake of Tibet. 
·  15 non-governmental organizations, which supported the open letter to the Prime Minister 

concerning the Olympic Games, 
and numerous other individuals and organizations—we are grateful for the support and the cooperation.  
 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
 
The Tibetan Programme is an active member of International Tibet Support Network (ITSN)—the 
international coalition of more than 150 organizations operating for the sake of the Tibet. Mr. Piotr 
Cykowski - coordinator of the Programme - is one of 21 members of ITSN Steering Committee. He 
represents C&E Europe and Russia. 
 
The Tibetan Program also cooperates with the most prominent organizations operating for Tibet, such 
as: Students for a Free Tibet, International Campaign for Tibet, Free Tibet Campaign and Tibetan 
Center for Human Rights & Democracy. Mainly within the scope of the realization of the campaigns, the 
exchange of information, translations of reports and announcements into Polish language. As part of the 
cooperation with ITSN, our organization closely collaborated on: the strategy during the period after the 
Olympic Games, the realization of the Olympic Games strategy, the coordination of the international 
response to the crisis in Tibet, the organization of Gyaliong Tsering’s visit—the previous political 
prisoner—in Warsaw, Cracow and Lublin (December).



 

In April, three members of the Foundation participated in the ITSN Regional Conference in Budapest, 
during which we discussed a strategic plan, as well as, actions connected with the upcoming Olympics. 
Witek Hebanowski, President of the Other Space Foundation conducted a campaign workshop. 
 
In May, the coordinator of the Program participated in two important meetings in Dharamsala—the 
Regional conference of ITSN for the organizations from Asia, and an annual meeting of ITSN Steering 
Committee, which culminated in presenting the strategic plan to Dalai Lama and the Tibetan Prime 
Minister.  
 
On 4 May, near the main Tibetan temple (Tsuglakhang) in Dharamsala, we prepared an exhibition 
showing protests for Tibet that were organized all over Poland (since 10 March). 
 

LOCAL ACTIONS 
 
Since its beginning in 2007, the Tibetan Programme has relied on the work of volunteers, including 
coordinators, thanks to whom we were able to undertake aforementioned actions. In 2008 the meetings 
of activists in Warsaw took place every month. By means of the Internet forum we: encouraged to 
establish groups in new cities; supported various events, such as Krakow 4Tibet that organized Tibetan 
Days in Cracow and a demonstration of solidarity with Tibet. 

 
www.ratujTybet.org 
 
The basic activity of the Tibetan Program is maintaining its website – www.ratujTybet.org. It is one of the 
most frequently updated and most popular Polish-language websites devoted to Tibet. The site engages 
many workers, such as editors and a growing circle of translators. All of them are volunteers living in 
various places in Poland. 
 
The aim of the website is to inform abort the events in Tibet and about the actions for Tibet undertaken 
by international organizations. We regularly translate and publish announcements and reports from the 
biggest organizations that monitor the situation in Tibet. Among these organizations are: Tibetan Center 
for Human Rights & Democracy, International Campaign for Tibet, Human Rights Watch, Radio Free 
Asia and Central Tibetan Administration. We deliver the most important news to Polish politicians and 
journalists. We watch regularly also the Polish media as far as Tibet and human rights are concerned. In 
addition, the most important messages were also published on other websites, such as: Polish non-
governmental organizations’ website, www.ngo.pl; and other social networks an internet platfornms. 
 



 

WE KEEP ON ACTING! 
 
The development and the professionalization of the activities for Tibet constitute our objectives for the 
following years. We aim at:  
 
1. maintaining our main activities – developing and sustaining the website, 
2. developing advocacy and cooperation with the media; 
3. coordinating actions for Tibet in entire Poland; 
4. raising money for our actions; 
5. developing educational activities; 
6. tightening cooperation between Polish and international organizations for Tibet and for human 

rights. 
 
We act with the international movement for Tibet in accordance with the strategic plan „After the 
Olympics” from 2008. Its fundamental principles are: 
 
·  Do less, yet better. 
·  Respect and publicize Tibetan courage and determination. 
·  Increase the pressure on the national governments in order to make them take actions for Tibet.  
·  Consider how to deliver the Chinese the truth abort Tibet. 
·  Maintain the commitment for not using violence 
·  Maintain the organization’s involvement in publicizing and acting for Tibet till a perfect solution for 

this region is fund. 
 
The main challenges in 2009 involve: the 50th anniversary of Tibetan uprising (10 March); Gedhun 
Choekyi Nyima’s 20th birthday (25 April); the 20th anniversary of the Tiananmen Square Massacre 
(4 June); Elections in the European Union (4 - 7 June); the 20th anniversary of awarding the Dalai Lama 
with the Nobel Peace Prize (10 December).  
 
Our previous achievements to date were appreciated by The Stefan Batory Foundation, which awarded 
the Foundation with grant to carry out in 2009 the project “Human Rights in Tibet” as part of the Active 
Citizen Program.  
 
Thanks to received support we will be able to: 
 
·  Arrange a Polish national meeting for activists and workers for Tibet (20 people from different 

towns)  
·  Prepare a human rights activism textbook  
·  Publish six issues of bulletin for politicians, journalists and activists. 
·  Organize meetings, film shows and exhibitions about Tibet in six different Polish cities  
 
In order to accomplish our aims, the International Relations Team was creaed. Its members are 
volunteers and trainees, including students of political science and international relations from Warsaw 
universities. The team’s task is the realization of the international strategy, namely: to increase the 
pressure on the national governments in order to improve the situation in Tibet. The major aims of the 
team is/were to monitor and support the Parliamentary Committee on Tibet, and a campaign during the 
election to the European Parliament. 



 

 

HOW TO SUPPORT US  
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There are many ways to support our actions for the benefit of Tibet and the Tibetans. Financial support 
is especially important for us since, taking into account the type of our work, it is extremely hard for us to 
gain support from many donors. This is why the basic form of financing our work is private resources – 
donations by private persons and companies. If you are interested in establishing cooperation or have 
an idea how we could develop the course of our actions – we will be grateful for contacting us! 
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Persons making an annual tax declaration (PIT), including those using a lump-sum tax, can donate 1% 
of their tax to the actions concerned with the Tibet cause, undertaken by the Other Space Foundation  
 
Necessary data: 
Name of the public benefit organization: The Other Space Foundation (Fundacja Inna Przestrze� ) 
KRS number: 0000257224 
Detailed purpose: TIBET 
 
Agreeing to provide us with data about yourself, you enable us to send you our publications and 
essential information about our actions. 
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The Tibetan Programme of the Other Space Foundation collaborates with companies for which the 
improvement of the Tibetans' situation and human rights are important. Within the limits of collaboration 
– depending on its form and extent – we offer a possibility of promotional and informational actions, e.g. 
via our webpage or newsletters, placing the information about cooperation in media materials, 
publications and informational materials, etc. 
 
We cooperate with some companies on grounds of their sale of products, the profit from which is 
donated to our statutory actions, preserving the transparency of cooperation rule. 
 
We are willing to establish cooperation with news agencies as well as PR and advertising agencies, as 
our main aim is to incorporate as many people as possible into our action for the benefit of Tibet. 
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You can act to support Tibet by donating material aid or services, e.g. in domains of graphics creation, 
text composition, translation, DVD editing (including subtitles), as well as donating basic stationery, 
giving us the possibility to work continuously. 
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ABOUT US: 
 
The Other Space Foundation's Tibetan Programme, along with the international movement for Tibet, 
recognizes Tibet as an occupied country and undertakes actions aiming to end the violations of human 
rights in Tibet and to restore the Tibetans' possibility to exercise the internationally recognized rights to 
decide about one's political, economic, social, religious and cultural status.  
 
The Tibetan Programme resumes the work of the Polish Society of Friends of Tibet, is a member of 
International Tibet Support Network and recognizes the Tibet Government-in-Exile as a valid 
representation of the Tibetan nation. It bases its activity on building the rank-and-file commitment in 
creation of a social and political support for peaceful termination of the Chinese occupation of Tibet.  
 
The Other Space Foundation is a non-profit non-governmental organization, working for the benefit of 
democracy, human rights, multiculturalism and tolerance. 
 
The Foundation aims to open new spaces for artistic and social statements. It executes unconventional 
cultural and artistic projects, as well as social projects oriented towards realistic change, taking place in 
Poland and in other parts of the world. 
 
The Other Space Foundation was created in June 2006, as a continuation of actions of a group of 
people who had initiated and successfully realized various social and artistic projects regarding human 
rights within other non-governmental organizations (including, among others, the Warsaw branch of 
Amnesty International). 
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